Introduction
Constructing and advancing the international image of the country has become an importan issue. In an era of globalization, many states are engaged in purposeful creation of their positive image, its development and promotion both at home and abroad through "soft power" mechanisms. States authorities realize that it is an important tool to protect national interests, internal consolidation, strengthening of national pride, attracting foreign investment and increased influence in the world. Countries are trying to include "soft power" in their foreign policy strategies and expand its impact. Russia has significant resources of the "soft power" in the international arena, but is still strongly behind its partners and the countries of the Arctic region. The use of the cultural potential of the country as a toolkit of its image strategy is minimized now. Skilled use of this resource will allow Russia to activate hidden features that can have a serious impact on its internal development, and place in the system of international relations, including the Arctic. With a view to an integrated and comprehensive study of the topic, the author identifies and analyzes the formation of the international image of the Russian Federation abroad, in theory and in practice.
The methodology of research is based on theoretical implications discussed by Alexeeva T.
[1] who wrote a lot on perception of Russia in the world; Galumov E.A. [2, 2003] , one of the leading experts in the international image of the Russian Federation; Sulakshin S.S. and Hvylya-Olinter N.A. [3, 2015] employees of the Centre of political thought and ideology who made a report on perception of country in the world for the last year. In general, it could be concluded that the de-gree of knowledge of the topic is sufficiently high. However, the international image of Russia as a tool of "soft power" is not in a focus of the modern researchers.
Source database for this article is represented by various international ratings, official data of the Russian research holding "Romir", as well as the official Russian media sites and organizations engaged in advocating the positive image of Russia.
Perception of Russia abroad and within the country
Today Russia is perceived rather negatively in the world, and the attitude of the international community is getting worse. Our compatriots have recently become better respond on internal and external policy of Russia, but the current situation is that we cannot talk about the positive perception of the country abroad. Strengthening the position of Russia in the Arctic, the stabilization of the Russian situation in the future, the country's growing influence on the world energy market scares competitors and opponents. Over the past decades, the image of the new Russia in the eyes of the world community has repeatedly changed its evolution has come a long way. First, it was the image of "totalitarian empire" of evil supported in its "restructuring and transparency".
Then -the image of the "young democracy and a market economy". Later -back to the "unpredictable, insidious, and therefore dangerous". Now Russia is drawn as dangerous, not only militarily but also as an aggressive and strong economic competitor [1] .
Researchers at the Centre of the problem analysis and public management design received an expert evaluation of the dynamics of global community attetude to Russia. The experts were asked to assess the attetudes to the country in specific periods. Then the resulting estimates were averaged.
In 2014 BBC World Service was conducted large-scale study to assess the nature of the influence of the sixteen largest states on the international affairs. 24.5 thousand people from 24 countries, including Russia, participated in the survey. It should be noted that the survey was conducted during the period December 17, 2013 -April 28, 2014, i.e. even before the Ukrainian crisis and partly coinciding with the Olympic Games in Sochi. The study found out that in half of the countries attetudes to Russia had became worse [3, p. 5 ].
According to the latest survey (August 2015), conducted by the Pew Research Center, neither Russia nor its President Vladimir Putin did not enjoy particular respect or support from abroad. On average only 30% of respondents from foreign countries are posisitve towards Russia.
In 26 countries negative attitude towards Russia are dominating. Extremely negative are Poland and Jordan (in both cases, 80%). In the first case, this perception is the result of long-running tensions between the two countries. Public opinion in Jordan is perhaps influenced by the fact that Moscow supports the regime of President Bashar Al-Assad in neighbouring Syria and Jordan has to accommodate hundreds of thousands of refugees. Anti-russian sentiments are also particularly pronounced in Israel (74%), Japan (73%), Germany (70%) and France (70%) 1 .
The highest level of support towards Russia is celebrated in Vietnam (75%), but the countries where Russia is perceived positively by more than a half of the surveyed population are only Ghana (56%) and China (51%). In some countries, the population surveyed has no particular opin- United States 22
Russia 83
The World press freedom index is an annual survey. It is issued by international non- countries and related information through a special system tool to assess conflict (Conflict Assessment System Tool). The analysis is based on 12 criteria -the so-called "indicators of vulnerability" that merged into three groups: social, economic and political (stable and permanent emigration from the country, uneven economic development, availability and quality of public services, etc.). Among the Arctic countries, Russia occupies the last place in this rating (table 3) . Norway 20
Sweden 20
Denmark 22
Iceland 23
Canada 26
United States 35

Russia 80
The Rule of Law Index examines the extent to which the countries follow the principles of law and protect human rights. Among 180 countries, Russian index is 0.47, along with Mexico, Ecuador, Zambia, Tanzania, Kyrgyzstan, which is the average value. The highest index has Norway (0.87) 6 . It is calculated by the methodology of international non-governmental organization "The World Justice
Project" based on a combination of public statistics and the results of the global survey of experts.
The index is composed of 47 variables that characterize the level of legal development and legislative practice in different countries around the world. All variables are devided into eight groups: limiting the powers of the institutions; absence of corruption; order and security; protection of fundamental rights; the transparency of the institutions; compliance with laws; civil justice; criminal justice. Among the Arctic countries, Russia occupies the last place (table 4) . In accordance with ratings of the project "Political Atlas of modern times" 7 for 192 states, Russia compared with the Arctic countries (table 5) 
Tools of international image of Russia
It cannot be said that Russia does not build its attractive image in foreign countries. In the author's opinion, the formation of the international image of the country is mainly due to the ef- the Russian broadcaster celebrated 10 years since its establishment. It has 24-hour broadcasting in more than 100 countries around the world. In addition, RT is a leader among news channels on YouTube: more than 3 billion people watch RT. It is more than CNN, BBC, Euronews and other information channels
17
. According to the author, this might give the prospect of improving the image of Russia in the world. Chances for that increase significantly every year.
Conclusion
In modern terms, the problem of positive image of Russia appears to be urgent and im- Russia an influential and powerful state and to realize ambitions uses the resource the wealth of his country". Japanese newspaper "Asahi Shimbun" called the controversy between Russia, the United States, Norway, Denmark and Canada "a struggle to capture the Arctic" [1] .
The main problem is that neither in Russian nor in Western public opinion have a clearly defined and adequate image of modern Russia. All views about our country are very fragmentary, contradictory and poorly decorated. Furthermore, the interest towards Russia in the world today is not so high. The lower is the interest to the country the greater are the stereotypes. It hardly can be good for the country's image. We also should remember that Russia is a target for a constant information warfare. Some media publish a lot on the current hybrid civil war inside Russia, when deliberately transcoding of national identities is carried out, a tension is injected in the sphere of inter-ethnic relations and a reassessment of national history is taking place 18 .
Therefore, effective shaping of a modern image of Russia, including the Russian Arctic are highly relevant. It requires legal regulation and direct state involvement in the development of Russian image in foreign countries.
